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"I did/5 said Belle,
"Why did you do it, what he said you did?"
"Because it amused me, I think/' said Belle,
:onsidering, "It was something IVe wanted to do
for a very long time.5*
uNow you will have to leave school, you and
Rosa as well. Think of the disgrace. What do you
say to that?"
"I say it's a good thing/" said Belle, "I've
lone with school. I made them want to keep me
:here and now I've made them want to send me
iway. Isn't it funny, father/' she added dreamily,
;4that I can make those old wise good people do
exactly what I want?"
Auntie, who was listening behind the parti-
don, shook her head and crossed herself.
Father was angry with Belle, and if he had
looked out of the window he would have been
ingrier still, for he would have seen Rosa with
Robert deSouza in the garden, under the palms
that rustled like paper in the wind.
Rosa was twenty minutes younger than her
twin sister Belle, and since she was fourteen she
bad been in love with Robert. She had to love
someone, and Robert was more beautiful even
than his beautiful brothers and sisters, olive-
skinned, with hair dark and plumy and eyes like
blue diamonds. She had not said anything about
it until one evening after school when she had
nothing to do but wander in the garden; Robert
bad begun to walk there too, lingering after dark,
and they talked in a polite manner, which was odd